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CHUNG CHING WEI 


Avaust 27, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered 
to be printed 


Mr. Watrer, from the Committee on the”"Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8S. 1915] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 1915) for the relief of Chung Ching Wei, having considered the 
same, report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend 
that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Chung Ching Wei as of March 18, 1947, the 
date on which he was admitted as an accredited official of a foreign 
government. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 45-year-old native and citizen of 
China, who last entered the United States on March 18, 1947, as an 
accredited official of a foreign government. He first entered the 
United States in 1942 as a foreign official. On September 2, 1958, 
the beneficiary’s status was adjusted to that of an alien lawfully ad- 
mitted for permanent residence under the provisions of section 9 of 
Public Law 316, 85th Congress. The beneficiary has, for the last 10 
years, been an officer or employee of a number of the subsidiary com- 

anies of the China International Foundation. The Ingalls-Taiwan 
Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Co. are anxious that the beneficiary be 
naturalized a U.S. citizen, so that he will be able to operate more 
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effectively in several phases of that company’s work. It has leased 
shipyard facilities in Formosa, and has undertaken a program of ship 
repair and construction with the encouragement of agencies of the 
U.S. Government. The Navy Department states that in the event 
of increased activity in the Taiwan Straits, the Ingalls-Taiwan yards 
would be required for the repair and drydocking of U.S. vessels. The 
beneficiary is an expert in the field of vessel chartering and vessel op- 
eration, and it is stated that his services are crucial to this project. 
Because of the potential benefit to the U.S. Government, the commit- 
tee feels that granting the beneficiary permanent residence as of the 
date of a prior entry is warranted. 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 
Washington, D.C., July 31, 1959. 
Hon. James QO. EAstianp, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 


Dear Senator: In response to your request for a report relative to 
the bill (S. 1915) for the relief of Chung Ching Wei, there is attached 
a memorandum of information concerning the beneficiary. This mem- 
orandum has been prepared from the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service files relating to the beneficiary by the New York, N.Y., office 
of this Service, which has custody of those files. 

The bill would provide that, for the purpose of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act, the beneficiary, whose status was adjusted adminis- 
tratively to that of a lawful permanent resident on September 2, 1958, 
shall be held and considered to have been lawfully admitted to the 
United States for permanent residence as of March 18, 1947. 

Sincerely, 


J.M. Swine, Commissioner. 


MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND NAT- 
URALIZATION SERVICE FILES RE CHUNG CHING WEI, BENEFICIARY 
OF 8. 1915 


The beneficiary, Chung Chin Wei, was born on July 12, 
1914, in Chenghsian, Chekiang, China, and is a citizen of that 
center _ He graduated from the Chiao-Tung University in 

ai, 


Shan. China, in 1937 with a bachelor of science degree. 
He also attended Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute in New 
York, for 1 year in 1946 and 1947, specializing in electronics. 
The beneficiary was married in New York City on December 
27, 1947, to Lily Chang, a citizen of China, who is now a 
lawful permanent resident of this country. They reside in 
Scarsdale, N.Y., with their two American-born children, 
Lawrence, age 10, and Andrea, age 7. In 1937, the bene- 
ficiary entered into what he then considered was a valid mar- 
riage according to Chinese custom with one Hsiang Yuan Cho. 
This relationship continued until 1942 when the beneficiary 
left China, and on June 1, 1947, notwithstanding some ques- 
tion as to its legality, they executed appropriate affidavits of 
divorce, which terminated the saletionthiep according to Chi- 
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nese law. The beneficiary is an officer in several shipping 
companies and his annual salaries total $29,500. His as- 
sets consist of $10,000 in bank savings, stocks, and bonds 
valued at $1,000, a private home in which his equity amounts 
to about $30,000 and personal property worth $10,000. He 
has four sisters and a brother residing in China and another 
brother and sister residing in Formosa. 

The beneficiary left China in 1942 and first arrived in the 
United States at Miami, Fla., on November 18, 1942, as an 
employee of the Chinese National Resources Commission. At 
that time he was admitted as an accredited official of a for- 
eign government for duration of status, under the provisions 
of section 3(1) of the act of 1924. He was readmitted in 
that status after a few brief absences from the United 
States, the last time on March 18, 1947, at Rouses Point, 
N.Y. On November 6, 1947, the beneficiary’s status was 
changed to that of a treaty merchant under the provisions of 
section 3(6) of the act of 1924. Deportation proceedin 
were instituted on October 19, 1950, on the ground that he 
had failed to maintain that status. The beneficiary was 
found deportable, and on October 1, 1951, this Service en- 
tered an order granting his application for suspension of 
deportation. However, same failed to receive congressional 
approval. The beneficiary also applied for adjustment of 
his status under the provisions of section 4 of the Displaced 
Persons Act of 1948, as amended. The Service order of 
February 10, 1957, granting this application was rejected by 
Congress on August 25, 1958. Upon the passage of Public 
Law 85-316 on September 11, 1957, an administrative remed 
for the adjustment of the beneficiary’s status became avail- 
able. On the basis of a first preference visa petition filed in 
his behalf by the China International Foundation, Inc., and 
which was approved by this Service on August 27, 1957 
the beneficiary’s status was adjusted to that of a lawful 
permanent resident as of September 2, 1958, under the pro- 
visions of section 9 of the aforesaid act. Mrs. Chang’s status 
we adjusted on that same date under the same provision of 
aw. 

As an officer of the United Tankers Corp., the beneficiary 
and other officers thereof were indicted in 1953 for havin 
caused a vessel which had been purchased from the U.S. 
Maritime Commission to be chartered to a person not a citi- 
zen of the United States. On January 6, 1954, in the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Columbia, the court di- 
rected a judgment of acquittal be entered in favor of the 
beneficiary and others who had been charged with violation 
of title 46 United States Code, section 808. It is to be noted 
that the Government, in the U.S. district court at Norfolk 
Va., filed a libel for forfeiture of a vessel under the control 
of corporations, including those in which the beneficiary was 
an executive officer. These proceedings, however, were ter- 
minated on September 3, 1954 by mutual consent upon the 
payment to the Government of $1,950,000, which amount 
represented the proceeds from the sale of the libeled vessel. 
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The following information was furnished the chairman of a sub- 
committee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Repre- 
sentatives concerning the activities of the Ingalls-Taiwan Shipbuild- 
ing Co., by the Chief of the Bureau of Ships, U.S. Navy: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy, 
Bureau or SHIps, 
Washington, D.C., May 22, 1959. 
Hon. Francis E. WaAttTer, 
Chairman, Subcommittee No. 1 of Committee on the Judiciary, House 
of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 

My Dear Mr. Cuarrman: You will recall that, in my interim reply 
of April 23, 1959, to your letter to the Naval Liaison Office to the 
Congress asking what value the Ingalls-Taiwan Shipbuilding Co. has 
for the U.S. Navy, I promised to advise you further on receiving in- 
formation from Navy representatives in Taiwan. I have now re- 
ceived this information. 

I am informed that the principal value of this yard to the U.S. 
Navy lies in its ability to supplement the capabilities of navy yards of 
the National Government of the Republic of China (NGRO . In- 
galls-Taiwan has heavier machine shop, foundry, forging, and struc- 
tural fabrication equipment than the NGRC yards and has two large 
graving docks. The GRC Navy is using the facilities of the In- 
galls-Taiwan Shipyard for drydocking its larger auxiliaries. 

At present, Ingalls-Taiwan is not performing any repairs for U.S. 
Navy ships. Arrangements have been made for emergency repairs 
to our ships at the NGRC Navy yards. However, in the event of in- 
creased activity in the Taiwan Straits, it is unlikely that the NGRC 
Navy yards could support our ships effectively, particularly since the 
could provide emergency drydocking for nothing larger than LST’s 
and destroyers. If activity does increase, therefore, Ingalls-Taiwan 
would be required for local emergency repairs and for drydocking of 
our ships. It is considered that the yard is a very substantial asset 
under present circumstances. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 
R. K. James, 
Rear Admiral, USN, Chief of Bureau. 


Senator James O. Eastland, the author of the bill, submitted the 
following information in support of the bill: 


Tue Cura InTERNaTIONAL Founpation, INc., 
New York, N.Y., May 1, 1959. 
Rosert Watson, Esq., 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Watson: You have asked me to furnish you certain 
information relevant to the status of Mr. Chung C. Wei and to our 
desire for him to become a U.S. citizen. 

During the last 10 years, Mr. Wei has been an officer or employee 
of a number of the subsidiary companies of this foundation, perform- 
ing important duties with exceptional ability. His contribution to 
the subsidiaries of this foundation and to the interests of the United 
States could be substantially increased, as I will indicate below, if he 
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could become a U.S. citizen. Mr. Wei and his wife have resided in 
the United States for more than 15 years, their two children are U.S. 
citizens, and I have no question as to their personal desirability as 
US. citizens. 

On August 23, 1957, this foundation petitioned the Immigration 
and Naturalization Service for classification of Mr. Wei as an immi- 
grant under section 203(a)(i)(A) of the Immigration and Nation- 
ality Act on the basis of Mr. Wei’s specialized experience and _— 
tional ability and the manner in which we believed his services would 
be substantially beneficial to the national economy, cultural interests, 
or welfare of the United States. This application was approved by 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service on August 27, 1957, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Wei finally obtained permanent residence in the United 
States on September 2, 1958. Under this procedure, however, Mr. 
Wei will have to wait 5 — more before becoming a U.S. citizen, in 
spite of having already been in this country over 15 years. 

_ The only alternative lies in the passage of a private bill which, for 
the purpose of his naturalization, will make the date of his entry into 
the United States retroactive. I appreciate, of course, that any such 
private bill should be based not upon a showing of benefit to the par- 
ticular applicant for citizenship but upon the substantial advantages 
which will accrue to the United States from the acceleration of the 
co . citizenship. In the case of Mr. Wei, I strongly feel that 
there are very real advantages to the United States in two important 
areas. First, as a U.S. citizen Mr. Wei’s services will be available 
to the subsidiaries of this foundation operating U.S.-flag vessels for 


the Navy, and second, as a U.S. citizen Mr. Wei could be very effective 
in connection with the activities of this foundation’s subsidiary, 
Ingalls-Taiwan ae eta & Dry Dock Co., in Taiwan, which are 


regarded by the Navy as highly important. 

everal years ago, the Military Sea Transportation Service of the 
Department of the Navy undertook a program for the construction and 
chartering of modern high-speed tankers designed to meet its par- 
ticular. requirements. Of the seven new tankers constructed for charter 
to the Military Sea Transportation Service under this program, four 
have been constructed by subsidiaries of this foundation. Two 26,500- 
ton tankers and two 32,000-ton tankers have recently been delivered 
and are now operating for the Military Sea Transportation Service. 
Mr. Wei has been performing important services in connection with 
the chartering md operation of the foreign-flag vessels owned by 
subsidiaries of this foundation. These services are set forth in an 
affidavit by Walter H. Sieling, a copy of which I enclose, which was 
submitted to the Immigration and Naturalization Service at the time 
of our petition for Mr. Wei’s classification as a quota immigrant whose 
services are needed urgently in the United States. The Immigration 
and Naturalization Service concluded that the nature of these services 
justified Mr. Wei’s classification as requested. Since the date of our 
petition our subsidiaries have placed in operation the four U.S.-flag 
tankers above referred to for the Military Sea Transportation Service. 
The same services which he renders as to foreign-flag vessels are 
needed by this foundation’s subsidiaries in connection with their 

ration of U.S.-flag vessels. For this reason, it is important that 

. Wei become a U.S. citizen as soon as possible. 
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Mr. Wei is also an employee and officer of Ingalls-Taiwan Ship- 
building & Dry Dock Co. Senile iniwen has leased the shipyard 
facilities at Keelung, Formosa, from the Nationalist Government of 
China for a 10-year period. Ingalls-Taiwan, with the assistance of 
the Ingalls Shipbuilding Len of this country, has undertaken a 
program of ship repair and ship construction at Keelung, with the 
encouragement of agencies of the U.S. Government and of the Chinese 
Government. The Bank of Taiwan has advanced $9 million to 
Ingalls-Taiwan and the Development Loan Fund of the United States 
has guaranteed loans by the Bank of America and the Marine Mid- 
land Trust Co. of New York of $4,500,000 in connection with this 
project. The Development Loan und has also approved a loan 
of $2 million to Ingalls-Taiwan to expand and improve the shipyard 
facilities. Adm. Arleigh Burke in a letter dated March 14, 1958, to 
Ambassador McIntosh, the manager of the Development Loan Fund, 
stressed that the availability of this shipyard’s facilities was assum- 
ae ees importance to the U.S. Navy. I am enclosing a copy 
of his letter. 

I consider this project in Taiwan an important part of the founda- 
tion’s attempts to assist in the economic development of Taiwan b 
promoting private enterprise and initiative as well as making avail- 
able ship repair facilities to the U.S. Navy and other friendly 
navies when required. Mr. Wei’s services are crucial to this effort 
because of his knowledge of the Chinese language, Chinese culture, 
and the customs, habits and practices of Chinese business. He under- 
stands the problems inherent in trying to introduce efficient modern 
business management into the operation of the shipyard without 
losing the cooperation of the Chinese personnel, essential to the suc- 
cess of the venture and to its influence on the economy of Taiwan. It 
is important, in the continuing negotiations for the improvement and 
expansion of the shipyard facilities in Taiwan, that Mr. Wei be free 
to visit Taiwan from time to time and to negotiate with representa- 
tives of the Chinese Government in Taiwan. is he could obviously 
do more easily as a U.S. citizen than as a Chinese citizen. 

Sincerely yours, 
Maenvs I. Grecersen. 


Marcu 14, 1958. 
Mr. Dempster McIntosH, 
Manager, Develo Loan Fund, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. McIntosu: The Secretary of the Navy has referred your 
letter of February 11, 1958, relative to the proposed loan to the 
Wee oe Shipbuilding & Drydock Co., to me for answer. 

have discussed this matter at some length with Admiral Cooke 
and with interested officers of the Department of the Navy. It is my 
considered opinion that the Ingalls-Taiwan proposal has merit. 

Essentially, this project which contributes to the economic well- 
being and viability of Taiwan is in the national interest and, as such, 
is deserving of support. Furthermore, in view of the possibility that 
other existing ship-repair facilities in the Far Eastern area may be 
denied to us or our friends, the availability of such facilities in Tai. 


wan assumes increasing importance to the U.S. Navy. Therefore, the 
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Chief of Naval Operations recommends approval of this loan on the 
basis that the ship-repair facilities to be provided will be available to 
the U.S. Navy and other friendly navies when required. 
Sincerely yours, 
ArLEIGH Burke. 


Exursir B 
Srate or New Yor, 
County of New York, ss: 

I, Walter H. Sieling, being duly sworn, depose and say: 

: This affidavit is made in support of the petition of the China 
greene Foundation, Inc., for classification of quotas immigrant 
for alien whose services are needed urgently in the United States, 
with respect to Mr. C. C. Wei. 

2. I am an officer and director of a number of the subsidiary com- 

anies of the China International Foundation, Inc. I am vice presi- 
eet of United Tanker Corp., and I am president of United Mari- 
time Corp. and Agenship N.V. United Maritime Corp. acts as the 
operating agent of vessels owned by subsidiaries of the China Inter- 

national Foundation, Inc., under U.S. flag, and Agenship N.Y. acts 
as operating agent for vessels ow ned by “subsidiaries of the China 
International Foundation, Inc., under foreign flag. I have been as- 
sociated with United Tanker ‘Corp. and other subsidiaries of the 
China International Foundation, Inc., since 1947. Until 1951 I was 
a member of the firm of Sieling & Jarvis, and as a member of that 
firm and of predecessor firms I have been active in the shipping busi- 
ness as a ship broker, manager, and agent since 1922. During World 
War II the fies of Sieling & Jarvis managed up to 22 tankers for the 
U.S. Maritime Commission. 

3. Since 1947 Mr. C. C. Wei has worked closely under my super- 
vision in connection with the chartering and operation of vessels. 
Several years’ training are required to become proficient in this field. 
It is necessary to become thoroughly familiar with the types of vessels 
involved, the characteristics of all types of cargoes, the requirements 
of the major oil companies, and the conditions in particular ports 
throughout the world. In addition, a thorough understanding is 
required of the terms of the various types of charter parties. In 
ae services of this type each year’s experience adds to the 

ackground of knowledge and, therefore, to the ability of the person 
performing services. In addition to these requirements in the field of 
chartering, the field of vessel operation requires further specialized 
knowledge. In foreign-flag operation familiarity must be obtained 
with the requirements of various types of foreign crew, and the various 
regulations of the country of the crews’ nationality affecting the 
crews’ employment and pay. Numerous questions also arise as to the 
arrangements to be made for bunkering and provisioning each vessel, 
the most advantageous arrangement for the periodic repairs of the 
vessels, et cetera. 

4. Mr. C. C. Wei has shown exceptional ability in the servic 
rendered by him in the field of vessel chartering and vessel cannatine. 
He has the advantage of a sound engineering background, having 
been one of the highest in his class at Chiao-tung University in 
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Shanghai where he received the degree of B.S. in electrical engineer- 
ing in 1937. He received further training with RCA and other com- 
panies in the United States as an electrical engineer and also did 
graduate work at Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute. This background 
as an electrical engineer has been particularly useful to Mr. Wei in 
giving him a knowledge of the maintenance and operation of the 
an a equipment which is a major factor in vessel operation. 

is training with RCA has also given him an unusual familiarity 
with instruments used in vessel navigation such as radar, loran, ship- 
shore communication, et cetera. In addition to Mr. Wei’s formal 
training as an electrical engineer during the last 10 years he has 
accumulated a great deal of experience in the specialized problems 
affecting ship operation and chartering. His Chinese background has 
made him particularly useful in connection with the Chinese crews, 
which we have employed to work with American officers on several 
foreign-flag vessels operated by Agenship N.V. He has also shown 
exceptional ability in studying and preparing the conversion of 
tankers from the oil trade to the grain trade and vice versa and in 
the programing of voyages to reduce the ballast leg as compared with 
loaded leg of each voyage. 

5. The compensation received by Mr. Wei from the various sub- 
sidiary companies of the China International Foundation, Inc., 
amounts to about $25,000 per year. Mr. Wei has shown exceptional 
ability in performing essential services in these companies in which 
he has put to use his education, technical training and specialized 
experience in the shipping field. It will be extremely difficult, if 
not impossible, to find an adequate replacement for Mr. Wei. 


Watrter N. Srevrna. 
Sworn to before me this 15th day of July, 1957. 


Guapys R. Nuttine, 
Notary Public, State of New York. 
Term expires March 30, 1959. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1915), should be enacted. 


O 
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YADWIGA BOCZAR 


Aveust 27, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered 
to be printed 


Mr. Watter, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8S. 2081] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 2081) for the relief of Yadwiga Boczar, having considered the same, 
report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend that 
the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant to the minor child to be adopted 
by citizens of the United States the status of a nonquota immigrant 
which is the status normally enjoyed by alien minor children of U.S. 
cilizens. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 13-year-old native and citizen of 
Poland who presently resides there with her parents who have con- 
sented to her adoption by citizens of the United States. The adoptive 
father is a cousin of the beneficiary. Information is to the effect that 
the adoptive parents are financially able to care for the beneficiary. 

A letter, with attached memorandum, dated August 4, 1959, to the 
chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the Com- 
missioner of Immigration and Naturalization with reference to the 
bill reads as follows: 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 
Washington, D.C., August 4, 1959. 
Hon. James O. Eastianp, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: In response to your request for a report relative 

to the bill (S. 2081) for the relief of Yadwiga Boczar, there is attached 
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@ memorandum of information concerning the beneficiary. This 
memorandum has been prepared from the Immigration and Natural- 
ization Service files relating to the beneficiary by the Milwaukee, 
Wis., office of this Service, which has custody of those files. 

The bill would confer nonquota status upon the 13-year-old child 
to be adopted by U.S. citizens, one of whom is her cousin. The bill 
further provides that the natural parents of the beneficiary shall not, 
by virtue of such parentage, be accorded any right, privilege, or status 
under the Immigration and Nationality Act. 

As a quota immigrant, the beneficiary would be chargeable to the 
quota for Poland. 

Sincerely, 













J. M. Swine, Commissioner. 




























MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND 
NATURALIZATION SERVICE FILES RE YADWIGA BOCZAR, BEN- 
EFICIARY OF S. 2081 








Information concerning the case was obtained from Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph Pelezar, the prospective adoptive parents 
of the beneficiary. 

Yadwiga Boczar, a native and citizen of Poland, was born 
on July 20, 1946. She resides with her parents and their 
four other children at Korezyna, Poland. She is a seventh- 
grade pupil in school. Her parents have found it difficult to 
support their entire family, and have consented to the adop- 
tion of the beneficiary by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pelezar, after 
her entry into the United States. Mr. Pelezar is the bene- 
ficiary’s cousin. 

Mr. Joseph Pelczar, a native of Poland, was admitted to 
the United States for permanent residence on May 27, 1931. 
He was naturalized as a citizen of the United States at Mil- 
waukee, Wis., on November 13, 1936. Mrs. Pelezar is a 
native and citizen of the United States. They were married 
in Milwaukee, Wis., on March 2, 1940, and have one child, 
who is now 18 years of age. They propose to adopt the 
beneficiary if she is admittted to the United States. Mr. Pel- 
czar, a die setter, earns approximately $5,000 a year. He 
and his wife own two homes in Milwaukee, Wis., valued at 
$14,000 each. They reside in one of the homes, while the 
other yields an annual rental of $900. They own personal 
effects valued at $4,500 and have savings in the amount of 
$5,300. In addition, they own industrial stocks and bonds 
valued at $5,500. 

Yadwiga Boczar is also the beneficiary of H.R. 7880, 86th 
Congress. 


Senator William Proxmire, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following information in connection with the case: 



















AFFIDAVIT 







State oF WISCONSIN, 
County of Milwaukee, ss: 

We, Joseph Pelezar and Clara Pelezar, residing at 8042 North 43d 
Street, Milwaukee, Wis., being duly sworn, depose and state that we 
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are willing and interested in adopting Yadwiga Boczar, age 13, of 
Korzenica, Korezyna, Krosna, Poland, and that after she immigrates 
to the United States we shall adopt her in compliance with the adop- 
tion laws of the State of Wisconsin. 
JosePH PELczAR, Affiant. 
Ciara Pe.czar, Affiant. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notary public, in and for the 
county of Milwaukee, Wis., this 12th day of June 1959. 
[SEAL] Mamie T. Wuyrte, 
Notary Public. 
My commission expires February 17, 1963. 


Hvuesscu MANvuPFACTURING Co., 
Milwaukee, Wis., June 8, 1959. 
Re Joseph Pelezar employment status. 
To Whom It May Concern. 


GENTLEMEN: Please be advised that Mr. Joseph Pelezar has been 
employed steadily, by our company, since January 20, 1942, as a 
setup man in the punch press department. His earnings for 1958 
were $5,815.32 and his present rate of pay is $2.36 per hour. His 
employment with our company is considered to be permanent. 

Very truly yours, 
Haroutp Roeruen, Personnel Director. 


JosepH W. Piszczex AGENCY, 
Milwaukee, Wis., June 10, 1959. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

I have known Mr. Joseph Pelezar approximately 10 years. 

Mr. Pelezar, to the best of my knowledge and belief, has been a 
good steady worker for about 17 years with the Huebsch Manufac- 
turing Co. as a setup man. 

He is conscientious, considerate, and industrious. His relations 
with our institution have always been cordial. I like his attitude and 
consider him to be a useful citizen. 

Very truly yours, 
JospepH W. Piszczex. 


Mr. Reuss, the author of a companion bill, H.R. 7880, also recom- 
mended the enactment of this legislation. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 2081) should be enacted. 


O 
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OURANIA BEN BLIKAS 


Avaust 27, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered 
to be printed 


Mr. Watrter, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 8. 2101] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 2101) for the relief of Ourania Ben Blikas, having considered the 
same, report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend 
that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


_ The purpose of the bill is to grant to the adopted daughter of U.S. 
citizens the status of a nonquota immigrant. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 25-year-old native and citizen of 
Greece, who presently resides in that country. She was adopted on 
June 20, 1957, by Mr. and Mrs. Ben John Blikas, who are citizens of 
the United States. Mr. Blikas is the beneficiary’s uncle. The bene- 
ficiary is supported by her adoptive parents. 

A letter, with attached memorandum, dated August 3, 1959, to the 
chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the Com- 
missioner of Immigration and Naturalization with reference to the 
case, reads as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 
Washington, D.C., August 3, 1959. 
Hon. James O. Eastianp, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C. 

Dear Senator: In response to your request for a report relative to 
the bill (S. 2101) for the relief of Ourania Ben Blikas, there is attached 
&@ memorandum of information concerning the beneficiary. This 
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memorandum has been prepared from the Immigration and Natural- 
ization Service files relating to the beneficiary by the St. Paul, 
Minn., office of this Service, ‘which has custody of those files. 

T he bill would confer nonquota status upon the 25-year-old niece 
of U.S. citizens. The bill further provides that the natural parents 
of the beneficiary shall not, by virtue of such parentage, be accorded 
any right, privilege, or status under the Immigration and Nationality 
Act. 

As a quota immigrant, the beneficiary would be chargeable to the 
quota for Greece. 

Sincerely, 
J. M. Swine, Commissioner. 


MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND 
NATURALIZATION SERVICE FILES RE OURANIA BEN BLIKAS 
BENEFICIARY OF §S. 2101 


Information concerning the case was obtained from Mr. 
and Mrs. Ben John Blikas, the beneficiary’s adoptive parents. 

Ourania Ben Blikas, a native and citizen of Greece, was 
born on December 7, 1933. She lives with her mother on a 
small farm at Alonia-Kalamas, Greece. She is a seamtress 
with an eighth grade education. She has no income or assets 
and is supported by her adoptive parents. She has never 
been married. Her father was killed by the Communists in 
1947. She has an older sister and three brothers residing 
in Greece. Mr. and Mrs. Ben John Blikas visited Greece 
from March 4, 1957, to May 18, 1957, at which time arrange- 
ments were made to adopt the beneficiary. Legal adoption 
was effected on June 20, 1957. The beneficiary has never 
lived with her adoptive parents. 

The beneficiary has never been in the United States. As 
an adopted daughter of citizens of the United States, she is 
entitled to fourth preference in the issuance of an immigrant 
visa. However, the latest available information indicates 
that this portion of the quota for Greece, to which she is 
chargeable, is unavailable. 

Ben John Blikas was naturalized as a citizen of the United 
States on November 2, 1918. His wife is a native-born 
citizen of the United States. Mr. and Mrs. Ben John Blikas 
operate a food and soft drink concession during the summer 
months with the W. T. Collins Carnival Shows. During the 
winter months they are unemployed and live in a duplex 
with his brother-in-law at 823 Park Avenue, Omaha, Nebr. 
Mr. Blikas is a maternal uncle of the beneficiary. Mr. and 
Mrs. Blikas were married on April 20, 1933. No children 
have been born of this marriage. They have an income of 
$10,000 a year. They own a truck and house trailer valued 
at $10,000 and bonds and cash in the amount of $15,000. 
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Senator Eugene McCarthy, the author of the bill, submitted the 
following letter in support of the bill: 


WituraAm T. Couurns SHows, 
Minneapolis, Minn., May 27, 1959. 
Hon. Eveaent McCarray, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

Dear GENE: Some time ago I wrote you about a Mr. and Mrs. 
Ben Blikas who wanted to bring their adopted daughter Ourania 
Blikas to the United States from Greece. Your reply indicated that 
special congressional legislation may be necessary in order to accom- 
plish this immigration. If such is the case, I certainly would appreci- 
ate your doing your utmost to see it enacted. 

The following information may be useful to you in your efforts: 

Mr. and Mrs. Blikas are 69 and 67 years of age, respectively. 
They have no living relative in this country. They would like to have 
their daughter, whom they adopted in 1957 to be with them during 
their declining years. To this end they have been trying with all the 
energy at their command to achieve the girl’s immigration to America 
since 1946. In fact they traveled to Greece in 1957 to complete the 
adoption proceedings. ‘Their efforts have met with no success. 

Mr. Blikas now provides the principal support for Ourenia who lives 
with her widowed mother. Upon the death of Mr. and Mrs. Blikas, 
the girl would be the sole beneficiary. Their estate, though modest, 

would be ample to provide for her future. 

As you can well imagine, Ourenia’s family in Greece are in terrible 
financial straits. Since her father’s death in a Communist uprising, 
her brother has been able to provide for her mother. Were it not for 
the generosity of the Blikas, the hardship on Ourenia’s family would 
have been unbearable. 

The immigration of Ourenia Blikas would relieve in part the hard- 
ship on her family in Greece. It would provide solace and comfort 
to a very old couple in the United States to have their daughter with 
them during their few remaining years. At no time would the girl 
become a burden on the community, the State, or the Nation. 

It would seem to me that this immigration would be desirable from 
every possible point of view. I hope with your kind assistance we may 
be able to make it possible. 

Sincerely, 
Bit Co..ins. 


An official translation of the decree of adoption is contained in the 
files of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 2101) should be enacted. 


O 
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RECONVEYANCE TO SOPHRONIA SMILEY DELANEY 
AND HER SONS 


Avaust 27, 1959.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered 
to be printed 


Mr. Cootey, from the Committee on Agriculture, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


{To accompany &. 6] 


The Committee on Agriculture, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 6) to provide for the conveyance of certain real property of the 
United States to Sophronia Smiley Delaney and her sons, havin 
considered the same, report favorably thereon with amendment tnd 
recommend that the bill do pass. 

The amendment is as follows: 

Page 1, line 7, strike out “$2,500” and insert ‘$5,000’. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of this bill is to authorize and direct the Secretary of 
Agriculture to eonvey to the original owners for $5,000 (as amended 
by the committee) a tract of land in Louisiana which was obtained 
by the Government for $2,500 in 1941 for war purposes and is no 
longer used for the purpose for which it was acquired. 

The bill as introduced provided for reconveyance to the former 
owners at the price paid by the Government. Since there is some 
evidence that the land has appreciated in value since that time, the 
committee amendment provides that reconveyance shall be upon pay- 
ment of $5,000 to the United States. 

Following is the full text of the report of the Senate Committee on 
Agriculture and Forestry on this bill. 


[Rept. No. 346, 86th Cong., Ist sess.] 


The Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 6) to provide for the conveyance of certain real property 
of the United States to Sophronia Smiley Delaney and her sons, 
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having considered the same, report thereon with a recommendation 
that it do pass without amendment. 

This bill would enable the Government to fulfill its promise to 
reconvey certain land to Mrs. Sophronia Smiley Delaney and her two 
sons in return for repayment of the full consideration paid by the 
Government. 

The subcommittee to which this bill was referred held hearings on 
it and received and studied numerous affidavits, exhibits, and state- 
ments. The subcommittee and subsequently the full committee 
found the facts to be as herein set forth. 

In 1941, shortly after the death of her husband, under threat that 
the property would be condemned and upon the oral promise that the 
land “would either be given back or sold back for the original acquisi- 
tion price less damages,’”’ Mrs. Delaney sold the property covered by 
this bill to the War Department for use as a safety zone for rifle range, 
Camp Claiborne, La. The property is the home place, owned by the 
family for many years and containing the family cemetery. 

In 1946 the property was declared surplus and in 1947 was trans- 
ferred to the Department of Agriculture which, under the Surplus 
Property Act, had priority over the former owner. The Delaney 
family has worked continuously since 1947 to regain this property. 
During this period, through no effort on the part of the Gov ernment, 
which has made no improvement but rather has removed the house, 
timber, and other things of value from the land, the value of the prop- 
erty has increased to $15,000. The Government should not, of course, 
be permitted to benefit from its delay in fulfilling its promise, nor 
should the increase in value affect its obligation to reconvey at the 
price agreed upon, $2,500. 

Attached are excerpts from the testimony of Charles F. Delaney, 
and the report from the Department of Agriculture. The Depart- 
ment’s recommendation is based on a lack of evidence rather than any 
conviction about the matter, and the Department witness pointed out 
factual errors in the Department’s report. The excerpts from Mr. 
Delaney’s testimony represent a small portion of his testimony, but 
present a clear, concise statement of the essential facts. The subcom- 
mittee was much impressed by the demeanor of the witness, as well as 
his sincerity and helpfulness. 


Mr. Chairman and members of the subcommittee, I am 
most grateful to have this opportunity to testify on behalf of 
my mother, Mrs. Sophronia Smiley Delaney, and my two 
brothers, Jack and James Se ott, on a case of extreme injustice 
which was done our family by the U.S. Government following 
completion of the World War II emergency. 

We have for over ii years tried to correct this injustice 
without success. H.R. 2953 and S. 6 will, if given favorable 
action, peasant the injustice done my family. Countless 
hours and great expense have gone into our efforts to regain 
our property. 

This land was acquired by the War Department in the fall 
of 1941 only after threats of condemnation proceedings, for 
use as a safety zone for rifle range, Camp Claiborne, La. 
The land was not willingly sold to the War Department. 
The threat of condemnation proceedings is contained in the 
tutorship proceedings which were required because my father 
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had died a few months previous, leaving my mother and 
three minor children, Jack, age 11, Jimmie, age 9, and 
Charles, age 13. My mother had begged the Quartermaster 
Corps officers to lease rather than force the sale of the land 
but they refused to do so stating that this was impossible 
because of the War Department procurement policy and 
regulations. The officers stated that if we did not fight the 
condemnation proceedings and would sell the land willingly, 
that after the national emergency was over the land would 
either be given back or sold back for the original acquisition 
price less damages. They also stated that to show good 
faith, that all the oil and mineral rights could be reserved 
and were good forever but could not be exploited or developed 
without permission of the War Department. 

The family cemetery is on this place and would not have 
been sold at any price had not condemnation proceedings 
been threatened by the War Department because of the 
stated need in connection with the national emergency. 

© * * . * 


In 1947 Camp Claiborne became surplus to the War De- 
partment and disposal was undertaken by the War Assets 
Administration through the Federal Land Bank, New 
Orleans. The notice of sale of these lands for the Camp 
Claiborne area was handled by the Alexandria, La., project 
office with Mr. John D. Hickman in charge. On receipt of 
the notice of sale we found that the following priorities were 
indicated— 

1. Government agencies. 

2. Reconstruction Finance Corporation for resale to 
small business. 

3. State and local governments. 

4. Former owners. 

5. Tenants of former owners. 

6. Veterans and spouse of and children of deceased 
servicemen. 

7. Owner operators. 

8. Nonprofit institutions. 
~ * * * * 


On finding that we were fourth on the priority list to repur- 
chase our land, my mother immediately contacted Mr. John 
D. Hickman, the project manager for Rapides Parish, and he 
advised that the notice of sale was according to law and that 
my mother would have to wait and see if the higher priority 
holders would decline to exercise their priority within the 
allotted time. 

Several days later my mother again contacted Mr. Hick- 
man and he advised that the U.S. Forest Service, Department 
of Agriculture, had exercised their first priority and that he 
was very sorry. 

+ * ~ * * 
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(Omitted testimony relates to other lands which in similar situations 
were returned to the former owners for the price paid by the Gov- 
ernment.) 


An adverse report from the Department of Agriculture 
indicates that the property in question was appraised in 
1957 as being worth $15,000, only 9 years and a few months 
after acquisition by the Forest Service, Department of Agri- 
culture. In view of the fact that the Forest Service has 
planted no trees, added absolutely nothing to the property 
and the only significant action has been a timber harvest by 
the Department which netted a nice financial return, I would 
say that the Forest Service has been adequately compen- 
sated for any administrative or other expense which they 
might claim in connection with the holding and management 
of this property since acquisition by that agency, Other 
lands procured by the War Department for this same World 
War II emergency were returned at the time of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, Forest Service acquisition of this 
property at the actual acquisition cost to the War Depart- 
ment of the United States. Therefore if the Government 
had kept its promise in 1947, the same procedure would have 
been followed in our case. 

* x ® * * 


I have made available to the subcommittee a brochure of 
facts, including affidavits and statements supporting this 
case. I do not ask that this material be incorporated into 
the printed records of the hearings in the event such are pre- 
pared, but I do request that they be made a part of the com- 
mittee files on this legislation and that the information sup- 
plied therein be made available to the Department of Agri- 
culture and, of course, members of the subcommittee for 
their use and consideration. 

A list of the above-mentioned materials are as follows: 

1. Affidavit: Mrs. Sophronia Smiley Delaney, widow of 
the late Charles F. Delaney, Sr., deceased July 12, 1940, and 
mother of Charles, Jack, and Jimmie Delaney, former 
owner of land in question. 

2. Affidavit: Charles, Jr., Jack, and Jimmie Delaney, sons 
of above-mentioned Mrs. Sophronia Delaney. 

3. Statement: Mr. John D. Hickman, project manager 
(1947) Rapides Parish office under Federal Land Bank of 
New Orleans which handled disposal of Camp Claiborne 
lands. 

4. Statement: Charles J. Greene, Jr., member of Rapides 
Parish Federal land appraisal jury, War Department land 
acquisition World War II emergency. 

5. Affidavit: R. Mason Smith, citizen Rapides Parish, 64 
years living in vicinity of Delaney land in question. 

6. Affidavit: Alvin Smiley, forest ranger, Rapides Parish 
(winner of the first annual Charles E. Dunbar Civil Service 
Award, 1959, for outstanding service to field of forestry). 

7. Affidavit: Luther Delaney, uncle and neighbor, lifelong 
citizen of Rapides Parish, 
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8. Statement: James H. Kitchens, Jr., executive director, 
Louisiana Forestry Association (one of the most highly 
respected in the Nation). 

9. Statement: W. M. Palmer, assistant State forester, 
Louisiana Forestry Commission. 

10. Statement: Erin R. Gunter, chief, forest management, 
Louisiana Forestry Commission. 

11. Statement: H. D. Story, Jr., assistant chief, forest 
management, Louisiana Forestry Commission. 

12. Statement: W. C. Valentine, chief, forest protection, 
Louisiana Forestry Commission. 

13. Statement: Lonnie B. White, district forester, Louisi- 
ana Forestry Commission, Monroe, La. 

14. Statement: Hermon B. Williams, Sr., citizen, East 
Baton Rouge Parish, La. 

15. Statement: Conrad A. St. Romain, citizen, East Baton 
Rouge Parish, La., chief, forest accountant, Louisiana 
Forestry Commission. 

16. Statement: Howell C. Cobb, citizen, Rapides Parish, 
La., president, American Pine Seed Co. and former forest 
superintendent, Louisiana Forestry Commission, Wood- 
worth, Rapides Parish, La. 

17. Statement: Luther Allen, citizen, Rapides Parish, La. 

18. Statement: John H. Greene, district forester, Louisi- 
ana Forestry Commission, Olla, La. 

19. Statement: Edward C. Cordon, citizen, Rapides 
Parish, La. 

20. Statement: Charles H. Jeter, former chairman, Lou- 
isiana Forestry Commission, who has been one of the top 
forestry officials in the Nation for years. 

21. Statement: W. H. Kilpatrick, chairman, Louisiana 
Forestry Commission. 

22. Letter: James E. Mixon, State forester (director of 
the Louisiana Forestry Commission and one of the most 
outstanding and highly recognized professional foresters in 
the Nation). 

23. Letter: Cameron C. Minard, district attorney, 28th 
judicial district, Louisiana, who has personal knowledge of 
case. 

24. List: Lands acquired by War Department and re- 
turned after protest by group action of former owners. 
Land returned for same price as War Department paid for 
it and in some cases less where damages done while in their 
ownership. 

25. Letter: J. H. Michaelis, major general, Chief, Legis- 
lative Liaison, Washington, D.C. 

26. Letter: A. M. Jacoby, colonel, Corps of Engineers, 
Little Rock, Ark. 

27. Letter: General Services Administration, 1951, one of 
many letters written on this case. 

28. Official map showing Delaney land, private land 
adjoining, and Kisatchie National Forest ownership. 

29. Official map showing Breezy Hill artillery range area 
where land returned to former owners after protest as a 
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group—relationship to Kisatchie National Forest ownership 
shown. 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
Washington, D.C., February 16, 1959. 
Hon. ALLEN J. ELLENDER, 
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture and Forestry, 
U.S. Senate. 


Dear Senator Exxenper: This is in reply to your request of 
January 15, 1959, for a report on S. 6, a bill, to provde for the con- 
veyance of certain real property of the United States to Mrs. So- 
pbronia Smiley Delaney and her sons. 

This Department recommends that the bill not be enacted. 

S. 6 would direct the Secretary of Agriculture to convey all right, 
title and interest of the United States in an to the S4NE\, N¥SEYX, 
sec. 8, T. 2 N., R. 2 W., Louisiana meridian, containing 160 acres, 
more or less, to Mrs. Sophronia Smiley Delaney and her sons, Charles 
Franklin Delaney, Jr., Jimmie Scott Delaney, and Jack Richard 
Delaney, upon the payment by them of the sum of $2,500. 

The land described in the bill was purchased from the Delaney 
family in 1941 for a consideration of $2,500. It was acquired by the 
United States for use in connection with Camp Claiborne. Copies 
supplied to us of correspondence from the Department of the Army 
indicate that the records of that Department contained no evidence 
of any agreement or promise to permit the former owners to repurchase 
the lands after the war. The information available to this Depart- 
ment indicates that the purchase price paid by the United States for 
the land represented its full value. In 1946 the Army declared this 
and other tracts in the area surplus and in 1947 they were transferred 
to this Department at the estimated fair market value for administra- 
tion as a part of the Kisatchie National Forest pursuant to the Weeks 
Act of March 1, 1911 (36 Stat. 961). Since that time the value of this 
tract has increased and in 1957 it was estimated to be worth approxi- 
mately $15,000. 

This tract is located well within a large acreage of almost solid 
national forest ownership in the Kisatchie National Forest. It is 
within an area of about 15,000 acres within the forest administered 
as the Evangeline Wildlife Management Area. Except for 200 acres 
owned by the State of Louisiana, all of this wildlife management area 
is owned by the United States. The transfer of this tract to private 
ownership would be detrimental to the most efficient administration 
of the area. Such transfer would unnecessarily complicate and in- 
crease the cost of the administration of the area for multiple public 
benefits. 

The Bureau of the Budget advises that there is no objection to the 
submission of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 
True D. Morse, Acting Secretary. 


O 





